
Uniforms:  
Here is where to find uniforms- 
 

1) Unit Supply- Our Unit Supply room has plenty of new or gently used uniform parts. 
 
2) Wing- Wing Headquarters has a cluster of uniform parts. Put your order in with the flight commander. 

 
 
3) Online- You can order your first set of uniforms for free via eServices. To get there go to 

gocivilairpatrol.com > hit the ‘Members’ tab > hit the ‘eServices’ tab > hit the ‘Cadet Uniform’ tab and put 
in your order. It takes roughly two months for your uniforms to come in. 

 
4) You can order uniforms from vanguardmil.com. Click on the ‘Civil Air Patrol’  tab > ‘Uniforms’  everything 

a cadet needs is under the ‘BDU & Field Uniforms’ ‘Dress’ ‘Uniform Caps’ and ‘Footwear’ tabs. 
 

 
5) You can buy The BDU (Battle Dress Uniform) from places like Joe’s Army Navy or other military surplus 

stores. Here is the store information: 
 

Visit Both our Locations in Michigan 
981 West Huron  
Waterford, MI 48328 

32302 Woodward Ave Royal 
Oak, MI 48073 

  
Contact Us 
Phone: 248-681-5277 Email Us 
  

Store Hours: 
Monday-Friday: 9:30 AM - 7 PM 
Saturday: 9:30 AM - 6 PM 
Sunday: 11 AM - 4 PM 

With the Air Force Dress Blue Uniform being an issue item, you can only purchase it from vanguard, or from 
Selfridge Air National Guard Base. You need your CAP ID card with you when you go on base to purchase uniform 
items. I find it easiest to bring cash instead of credit cards because the name on the credit card has to match the 
name on the CAP ID card. 

If you have any questions regarding uniform maintenance contact your flight sergeant or refer to “Jake and Mary 
Join CAP; A Guide for New Cadets.” This is available at the Squadron Building and below. 
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Q: Lt. Fiore, Do CAP Cadets go by their last name instead of their first name? 
 
A: Yes, when you’re at Squadron meetings, Unit and Wing Activities, and other CAP 
events, you will go by your grade and last name (i.e. C/Amn Jake Suszko would be called 
“Amn Suszko”) 
 
Q: Lt. Fiore, how do I become a member of Civil Air Patrol? 
 
A: You should come to three meetings, just to see if you like it. You can find your local 
squadron by going to “gocivilairpatrol.com” and clicking on the find a unit near me tab to 
the top right of the main page. Just enter your postal code, and the website will find the 
closest unit to you! After you attend the meetings, see a flight staff member, and they can 
give you the paperwork you need, and help you fill it out. 
 
Q: Lt. Fiore, I noticed the uniforms you’re wearing. Do I have to buy them? 
 
A: Yes, but no. You don’t necessarily have to buy the uniforms, but sometimes it’s easier 
to do so for sizing reasons. Your squadron’s supply officer probably has a lot of uniforms 
in stock for you to try on, if not see your flight staff about going to Wing HQ for 
uniforms. Each cadet is required to have an Air Force dress blue uniform, with short 
sleeve light blue shirt, navy blue trousers or skirt (women only), flight cap with cadet 
insignia, and black shoes.  CAP Cadets and Senior Members also wear the “Battle Dress 
Uniform” otherwise known as a BDU. We will discuss uniform maintenance later in the 
guide.   
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Q: So, what am I supposed to wear until I get my uniform? 
 
A: A white, collared, button-down shirt that is tucked into black trousers with black dress 
shoes (Fig 1.1).  This is called the “Alternative Uniform.” You should wear this until you 
get your uniform, or if your uniform isn’t with the regulations as listed in CAPM 39-1. 

 
 
 
 
Q: Lt. Fiore, my hair is kind of shaggy, am I going to need to cut it? 
 
A: Good grooming and hygiene are important aspects that go along with keeping up with 
your uniform. Not only does the uniform have to look good, the person wearing it does 
too! Refer to Fig. 1.2 for male and female grooming standards.  
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Q: Lt. Fiore, in the military movies I’ve seen, they show soldiers shining boots, do I 
have to do this too?�
 
A: Yes, shining your boots serves two purposes, it teaches discipline, and it waterproofs 
your boots. I’ll tell you one of many great methods to get a good polish on your boots.  
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Q: Lt. Fiore, my hat looks really lumpy and very unprofessional, what can I do to make it 
look like yours?�
 
A: First things first, your ‘hat’ is called a cover. And to get your cover to look as good as mine or 
other cadets in the squadron, you can roll up a bed roll, and put your cover on it (Fig. 1.3). Some 
cadets use starch when they put their cover on the bed roll to prolong the firmness of the cover 
and to help it keep its shape. You can buy a bedroll from any camping or military surplus store.  
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Q: Lt. Fiore, how do I use these boot blousers? 
A: The instructions below may be able to help you. If not, you can talk to your flight staff, and they 
will be glad to help you. 
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Q: Lt. Fiore, do I iron this the same way as I iron my BDUs? 
A: Sort of, you still have to iron down the collar and put all of the same seams on this 
uniform, but the heat setting may be different, and you should use less starch on this 
uniform. 
 
Q: Lt. Fiore, I don’t have patent leather dress shoes, is the polishing for my Oxfords 
any different than my boots? 
A: There is no difference. However, if you have patent leather dress shoes, you can use a 
soft cloth dipped in vinegar to shine your shoes.  
 
Q: Where does my Cap Device go on my Flight Cap? 
A: It goes an inch and a half in from the front edge, halfway up from the bottom. (Refer 
to Fig. 1.6) 
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